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New cattle tick laws for Queenslan

A new risk-based cattle tick management framework
commenced in Queensland on 1 July 2016.

The new framework provides greater flexibility for producers
moving livestock across the tick line and provides

opportunities for reduced travel times and costs for industry.

“Under the framework, part of Queensland is declared a tick-
free zone and the remainder is a tick-infested zone.

All producers continue to have an obligation to report the
presence of cattle tick and tick fever in the tick-free zone.

Owners of tick-infested properties in the tick-free zone have
an obligation to ekljs_.,u[e.-their livestock are tick-free before
they are-maved from the property, and to undertake a

" program to eradicate ticks from their property.

Crossing the tick line

Under the new framework, movement requirements for
livestock crossing the tick line provide a balance between
protecting the tick-free zone from the introduction of cattle
tick and allowing reduced restrictions for the movement of
livestock that pose a low risk of spreading ticks.

High-risk livestock (cattle, buffalo and deer)

High-risk livestock are those species that are suitable I
for cattle ticks and pose a significant risk to spreadingviable
cattle tick. High-risk livestock include cattle, buffale
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To ensure the tick-free zone remains tick-free, movement |
requirements apply to high-risk activities—such as moving |
livestock from the tick-infested zone to the tick-free zfme.
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The new framework also provides more flexibility for carrying
out low-risk activities—such as moving horses across the
tick line or moving livestock to feedlots and abattoirs.

Owners of tick-infested properties have an obligation to take
all reasonable actions to prevent cattle tick spreading from
their property, whether their property is in the tick-free zone
or in the tick-infested zone. Property owners must practice
good biosecurity regardless of their location and tick status.
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Restricted places

Properties inthe tick-free zone that are infested with

cattle tick will be declared a restricted place. Properties
designated as restricted places will be subject to mevement
requirements.

To move high-risk livestock from a restricted place to
the tick-free zone, the property owner W|[I be requ:red fo
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Additional validation may be undertaken by Bioseclrity

‘Queensland before a property.is removed from the restm:ted

place register.

For guidelines onieradicating cattle tick, contactyour local
biesecurity officeror call Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.

Surveillance program _‘

A surveillance program for cattle ticks is in place for the

tick-free zone. Under the surveillance program, Biosec
Queensland officers will conduct surveillance ta detefmine

the presence of cattle ticks in the tick-free zone.

The surveillance program provides an understanding of

monitor the effectiveness of cattle tick eradicati

oninfested properties in the tick-free zone.




More information

For more information on cattle tick management in Queensland, contact
Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or visit www.bhiosecurity.qld.gov.au.




